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Listing of the Claims'. 
1-12. (Canceled) 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) A method of testing software, comprising: 

providing the software und e r testing ; 

providing a script to a test controller, wherein the script includes a plurality of messages 
and each of the plurality of messages has a message component and a data 
componen t wherein the message component of each of the plurality of messages 
includes an identification of one of a plurality of simulators ; 

communicating each of the plurality of messages in the script, by the test controller, 
to the simulator identified in the message component of each of the plurality 
of messages; - ttnder - direction of th e messag e compon e nt of e ach of th e 
plurality of messages to a corresponding one of a plurality of simulators 
simulating an application that communicates-with the softwar e und e r 
testing; and 

testing the software by the plurality of simulators performing the script , wherein each of the 
plurality of simulators interact with the software in accordance with the messages 
communicated by the test controller to simulate an application in communication 
with the software ; and 

displaying a result of the testing. 

14. (Canceled) 
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15. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 13, wherein the message component of each 
of the plurality of messages further includes an indication of the interaction that the identified 
simulator performs, wherein the interaction includes directs th e correspond ift g - ono of th e plurality 
simulators to waiting to receive a response from the softwar e b e ing t e ste d or transmitting the data 
component of the message to the software . 



16-17. (Canceled) 
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18. (Currently Amended) A system for testing software, comprising: 

a test scenario-e p e mbl c- to that m aintains a set of message s, each message having a script 

portion and a data portion; 
a simulator that executes the set of messages to simulate an application in communication 

with the software to b e tested ; 
a test controller operable to t hat obtains the set of m essages from the test scenario and 

communicates at l e ast a portion of the set of messages to the simulator- , - whorein a 

po rtion - of - tho - script portion d e signates th e direction of communication b e tween th e 

simulator and th e software to - bo - tested ; and 
a tool to develop the script portion of each message in t he set of messages and provide the 

script portion of each message in the set of messages to the test scenarioj 
wherein the script portion of each message in the set of messages includes a designation of 

a direction of communication between the simulator and the software, 
wherein the designation of the direction of communication for a first message in the set of 

messages is an inbound direction, and 
wherein the simulator executes the first message by waiting to receive a response from the 

software and upon receiving the response from the software, the simulator 

compares the response to an expected response included in the data portion of the 

first message and reports a result of the comparison to the test controller . 

19-21. (Canceled) 
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22. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 18, wherein a portion of the script portion of 
each of t he set of m essage s further includes is associated with an identification of the simulator. 



23-24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 8, wherein a portion of the script portion of a 
third message in the set of messages i ncludes a delay between execution of th e m e ssage and a 
second message. , and 

wherein the simulator executes the third message by delaying execution between a message 
prior to the third message and a message subsequent to the third message in accordance with the 
delay. 

26-30. (Canceled) 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 8. further comprising: 

wh e rein th e syst e m further includ e s a second simulato r that executes a second set of 

messages to simulate a second application in communication with the software; 

- and - whorein - tho tool is op e rable to d e v e lop a plurality of messages in a mann e r such that 

th e t e st controll e r promotes ex e cution of th e plura li ty - of - mossages-by - at - lcast - one - of - the - simulator 

and se cond simulator in a substantially s e qu e ntial mann e r. 

wherein the test scenario further maintains the second set of messages, each message 
having a script portion and a data portion and 
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wherein the test controller further obtains the second set of messages from the test scenario 



and communicates the second set of messages to the second simulator, 



32-33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 8, wherein the tool is oporablo to develops the 
set of messages as reusable objects. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 34, wherein the tool is oporablo to c hanges the 
order by which the plurality set of messages [[is]]are executed without modifying a content of the 
message. 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 34, wherein the tool is oporablo to adjusts a 
position of one or more of the plurality setof message in the test scenario and thereby changes the 
order by which the plurality set of messages are executed. 

37-38. (Canceled) 
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39. (Currently Amended) A system for testing software, comprising: 

a test scenario- operabl e to that_maintains a plurality of messages; 

a simulator to simulate an application in communication with the software- to be t e st e d ; 

a second simulator to simulate a second application in communication with the software; 

a test controller-o perable to that obtain s each of the plurality of messages from the test 
scenario and communicate- at - least a first p ortion of the plurality of m essages to the 
simulato r and communicate a second portion of the plurality of messages to the 
second simulator ; and 

a tool to develop- at - lcast - a portion of the m e ssage and provid e the at least portion of th e 
m e ssage to the t e st scenarioi - whoroin the tool is op e rabl e to d e velop a the plurality 
of messages and provide the plurality of messages to the test scenario in a manner 
such that the test controller promotes sequential execution of [[a]] the first p ortion 
of the plurality of messages by the simulator and concurrently promotes sequential 
execution of the second portion of the plurality of messages by second simulator 4n 
a - substantially s e qu e ntial mann e r and a portion of th o plurality of m e ssages in a 
substantially conoeoutive mann e r . 

40-43. (Canceled) 

44. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 39, wherein each of t he plurality of messages 
is further d e fined as having _have_a script portion and a data portion. 
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45. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 44[[39]], wherein the tool is op e rabl e to 
develops the script portion of the plurality of messages. 



46. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 44[[45]], wherein a portion of the script 
portion of each of the plurality of messages iG associated - with includes an identification of the 
simulato r or the second simulator . 

47. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 46[[45]], wherein a portion of the script 
portion of each of the plurality of messages designates the-a_direction of communication between 
the simulato r or the second simulator included in the identification and the software to be tested. 

48. (Canceled) 

49. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 44[[45]], wherein a portion of the script 
portion of one of the plurality of messages includes a delay between execution of the- a first 
message and a second message. 

50. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 44, wherein the too l is op e rabl e to develops the 
data portion of the message by associating a data object with the data portion of the message or by 
receiving test data. 
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51. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 50, wherein the simulator passes the test data 
to the software is operable such that tho test data is passed by th e simulator to th o softwar e to be 
tested. 

52. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 50, wherein the simulator compares the test 
data to data received from the software is op e rablo ouch that th e t e st data is compared by th e 
simulator to data received from the softwar e to b e tested . 

53. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 39, wherein the plurality of messages each 
include an instruction component and wherein the simulator is operable to receives the first portion 
of the plurality of messages from the test controller and executes the instruction component 
simulating the application in communication with the software to t e st th e software . 

54. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 39, wherein the tool- is operable to develops the 
messages as reusable objects. 

55. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 54, wherein the tool is operable to changes the 
order by which the plurality of messages [[is]]are executed without modifying a content of the 
messages. 

56. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 54, wherein the tool is op e rabl e to adjusts a 
position of one or more of the plurality of message in the test scenario and thereby changes the-an 
order by which the plurality of messages are executed. 
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57. (New) The method of claim 15, wherein in response to receiving the response from the 
software, the identified simulator compares the response to the data component of the message and 
reports a result of the comparison to the test controller, wherein the result of the testing includes 
the result of the comparison. 

58. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the plurality of simulators concurrently interact 
with the software to perform the script. 

59. (New) The method of claim 58, wherein the plurality of simulators synchronously interact 
with the software to perform the script. 

60. (New) The method of claim 58, wherein the plurality of simulators independently interact 
with the software to perform the script. 

61 (New). The system of claim 18, wherein the designation of the direction of communication 
for a second message in the set of messages is an outbound direction, and 

wherein the simulator executes the second message by communicating the data portion of 
the second message to the simulator. 

62. (New) The system of claim 3 1 , wherein the test controller sequentially communicates each 
of the messages in the set of messages to the simulator and sequentially communicates each of the 
messages in the second set of messages to the second simulator. 
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63. (New) The system of claim 62, wherein the test controller communicates the set of 
messages to the simulator concurrent with communicating the second set of messages to the 
second simulator. 

64. (New) The system of claim 63, wherein the simulator and the second simulator 
independently execute the set of messages and the second set of messages respectively. 

65. (New) The system of claim 63, wherein the simulator and the second simulator 
synchronously execute the set of messages and the second set of messages respectively. 

66. (New) The system of claim 31, wherein the script portion of each message in the second 
set of messages includes an identification of the second simulator. 

67. (New) The system of claim 31, wherein the script portion of each message in the second 

set of messages includes a designation of a direction of communication between the second 
simulator and the software, and 
wherein the designation of the direction of communication between the second simulator and the 
software is one of the inbound direction or an outbound direction. 

68. (New) The system of claim 67, wherein a first portion of the second set of messages 

designates the inbound direction and a second portion of the second set of messages 
designates the outbound direction, 
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wherein the second simulator executes each of the first portion of the second set of messages by- 
waiting to receive a response from the software and upon receiving the response from the 
software, the second simulator compares the response to an expected response included in 
the data portion of each of the first portion of the second set of messages and reports a 
result of the comparison to the test controller, and 

wherein the second simulator executes each of the second portion of the second set of messages by 
communicating the data portion of each of the second portion of the second set of messages 
to the simulator. 

69. (New) The system of claim 39, wherein the simulator and the second simulator 
independently execute the first portion of the plurality of messages and the second portion of the 
plurality of messages respectively. 

70. (New) The system of claim 39, wherein the simulator and the second simulator 
synchronously execute the first portion of the plurality of messages and the second portion of the 
plurality of messages respectively. 

71. (New) The system of claim 46, wherein first portion of the plurality of messages include 

the identification of the simulator, and the second portion of the plurality of messages 
include the identification of the second simulator. 
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